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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

For Release to PM's, !IiAY 29, 1961 

SECRETARY UDALI, AiVNWNCES PRELIMINARY FEDERAL AID APPORTIOMENT 

A preliminary apportionment !-If $12,859, 000 of Federal Aid funds will be 
made available July 1 for State fish and wildlife projects, Secretary of the 
interior Udall announced today, The balance of Federal Aid fish and wildlife 
restoration program funds for the year ending June 30, 1962, will be apportioned 
in %tsber. The comparable preliminary apportionment in 1960 was $12,8(:;C;,@GO. 

Secretary Udall stated that the early apportionment was made to help States 
program their Federal Aid activities more advantageously. It has been of special 
importance to those States operating on a revolving fund basis. 

Under the Federal fish and wildlife restoration programs, States spend their 
3811 funds on approved projects and are then reimbursed up to 75 percent of the 
cost. Many States have exhausted or will have exhausted their Federal Aid funds 
for programming projects to start during the next fiscal year. The partial appor- 
tionment makes it possible for these States to secure approval for projects to 
st.art on July 1, 1961, or scan thereafter and to claim reimbursement therefor, 
Otherwise, many States would have to hold up projects until the regular 

'apportionment in the autumn. 

Federal Aid funds are derived from an excise tax on sporting arms and 
am,munition and on sporting rods, reels, creels, and artificial lures. Distribution 
of the two funds is made on formulas based upon the number of paid license holders 
in a State and on its area, as prescribed by law, Beth Federal Aid Acts are 
administered by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

Cf the $12,850,000, a total of $1, @  Ei50,OOO is for the restoration of wildlife 
and $3,OOO,COO for the restoration of fish, No indication? was given relative to 
the possible total apportionment, but in the last five years wildlife restoration 
funds have amounted to between 14 and 15.5 miI.lion dollars and fish restoration 
funds have been approximately $5,OCO,OCO.O0. Last year fish restcration funds 

11 become 

amounted to $5,836,000.00. 

A state by state pre].j.mir,ary ap-portinnment of the funds which wi 
avsi .lable July 1, 1961, is attached. 
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